
Objective 1: Students are better informed on issues related to asylum and refugees. 

One of the major questions we should ask ourselves is how to make the students better informed 

on issues related to asylum and refugees. How can we do that? We should encourage them to 

feel interested in the topic. They shouldn’t feel pressured about taking part in resolving the 

problem, in other words, they should feel like this is their own decision. But how can we make 

them interested? We can create a website that is only for students where they can not only find 

essays or researches but also they can communicate with each other and share opinions, views, 

etc. giving them the opportunity of expanding their knowledge on different topics such as this 

one. This website should be popularised among the students and it should be underlined that it 

is “students only”. The website should have the support of the Universities and its administrator 

should be the UNHCR Bulgaria. 

It’s important for the students to be competitive. We should create a web competition in which 

the students from all the universities and 11th and 12th grade can participate. It should be on a 

cross - scientific topic so that it can show the ability of the young people to think outside of the 

box. The competition can include a public defense/presentation of the topic they have chosen 

to compete with. The competition should take part on the internet and the reason for that is that 

the major auditory are people between 18 - 30 and because that way we can use the ability of 

the media to share the information that we want. Making a web competition is going to help us 

reach more people, that way we will be able to see the bigger picture - to understand even better 

the way this generation sees the problem. 

The competition should come into line with the UNHCR Bulgaria and it should have an award. 

For example: 

1. The award can be participation for the finalists in other stages of the competition - if 

this one is, for example, only for Bulgaria the next stage could be the Balkans. 

2. For the students in 11th and 12th grade, who participated in the competition and became 

finalists, the award can be an acceptance in a university, as in the case of national 

Olympics competitions. To do so the UNHCR Bulgaria should talk with the universities 

to approve this idea - this can happen with a memorandum. 

3. Another idea of award can be an internship in organizations or corporations that works 

on projects related to the topics the finalists have chosen.  

And last but not least all of their work should be uploaded on the “students only” website where 

the students can easily find and read them. 

  

Objective 2: Students’ activism is encouraged through opportunities for fieldwork, 

internships, and volunteering 

We could initiate an information point/center in every university where the interested students 

can get and search the information/materials/connections that they need about the refugees 

and talk with professors that can give them advice or just to talk about different views on the 

topic. 

This point/center could allow the students to work in it as trainees but it also is going to be a 

spot to control if the information they are using is valid. The point/center is also going to have 

an archive where they can check other research papers, statistics or even articles from 

nongovernmental organizations, etc.  

This should be the place where the students can freely share their ideas and opinions and also 

this can be the place where their voice can be heard easily from the rest of the world. The 

point/center is going to be a place for them not only to share information but even to socialize. 

  

We could initiate an international youth forum in which the students will be encouraged to take 

part in annual web conferences that are going to be held 2 or 3 times a year, where different 

speakers are going to talk about different views on the topic. 



  

Objective 3: Asylum and refugee-related issues are part of the curriculum in academic 

studies 

The most important thing is the academic preparation of the professors. Special curriculum 

developed by UNHCR could help as a beginning.  

Practically viewed, a professional development course for teachers should also be organized, 

that is going to take between 16 - 24 hours. The course will end with a credit according to the 

“law of school and pre-school education”. That credit could be issued by the Department for 

qualification and professional development of pedagogical specialists (Plovdiv University). 

In parallel, Ph.D. programs could be provoked.  

UNHCR Bulgaria can help with the methodological design of the course or offer advice on the 

content.  

Together with NGO, we could identify people among refugees that could pass prequalification 

to be able to work as resource teachers. This could be provided together by Department for 

Language Teaching and International Students of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski & 

Plovdiv University. 

  

In addition, we could initiate academical open memorandum dedicated to asylum and refugees. 

It should be with an open-ended one. It could be started step by step with the universities in 

Bulgaria and later on to include the Balkans, Europe, Asia and even further. The memorandum 

should not just allow, but also motivate and stimulate the universities to communicate with each 

other - to share research papers, exchange programs, etc.  

It could be a concrete initiative of the Academical Council of UNHCR Bulgaria (and may be 

later to be included in the UNHCR as a good practice). 
 


