
Dear colleagues, Your excellences,  

 

The 17th informal ASEM Human Rights Seminar, held in Sofia in 
November 2017 was an unforgettable experience for us as hosts, 
for the children attended from Europe and Asia, for the ASEF team 
and I believe, for all the participants.  

The most important lesson of it was part of my closing speech and 
it said “the first 50 years of childhood are the hardest. Afterwards 
we get used to childhood and life continues smoother“. With the 
wish for a wonderful childhood to all of us, now again, I’d like to 
thank all of you, and especially ASEF and Bulgarian government, 
for having the chance to transfer the positive repercussions to our 
common work.  

Out of the joke, I’m glad that later on, together with prof. Liefaard 
we’ll be able to highlight the essential role of the children to the 
sustainable development goals (I still believe that We do not keep 
the future of the children in our hands; the children keep our future 
in their hands); we’ll have a view on the provocative participation 
children held in the academic debate with the professors from 
different universities; their own view on the children’s rights 
agenda, their reflection on the role of the cultural heritage and 
many others.   

The 17th seminar was amazing with its variety of topics that have 
been discussed, its different opinions and the added value of all 
discussions. I was personally impressed by the bold statement of 
Jane Kane Am from Australia: “let’s recommend in general children 
to take part in every propriate forum all around the world”. That 
later on reflected on the conclusions of the 13th ASEM Foreign 
Ministers' Meeting held in Myanmar again in November 2017.  

So, being here as a kind of ambassador of the very ambitious 17th 
informal ASEM human rights seminar, I’d like to wish a very rich 
and fruitful cooperation for all of us during the present very 
ambitious  event, here in the inspiring Leiden. 

 


